


Growing in the Dark
2 Thessalonians 1

2 Thessalonians 1:3 Dear brothers and sisters, we can’t help but
thank God for you, because your faith is flourishing and your
love for one another is growing.

1 Corinthians 3:1 Brothers and sisters, | could not address you as
people who live by the Spirit but as people who are still
worldly—mere infants in Christ. 2| gave you milk, not solid

food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not
ready.
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Personal Desire

1 Thessalonians 1:6 ... welcomed the message ... with the
joy given by the Holy Spirit.
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An Environment of Grace

2 Thessalonians 1:3 ... your love for one another is growing.
(hyper growth)

1 Corinthians 3:3 You are still worldly. For since there is
jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not worldly?



Growing in the Dark
2 Thessalonians 1

Perspective on Hardship and Suffering

1:4We proudly tell God’s other churches about your endurance
and faithfulness in all the persecutions and hardships you are
suffering. > And God will use this persecution to show his
justice and to make you worthy of his Kingdom, for which you
are suffering. ®In his justice he will pay back those who
persecute you.




Growing in the Dark
2 Thessalonians 1

Romans 12:19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave
room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; |
will repay,” says the Lord. ?° On the contrary: “If your enemy is
hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.
In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.”
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2 Thessalonians 1:7 And God will provide rest for you who are
being persecuted and also for us when the Lord Jesus appears
from heaven. He will come with his mighty angels, 8in flaming
fire, bringing judgment on those who don’t know God and on
those who refuse to obey the Good News of our Lord

Jesus. ° They will be punished with eternal destruction, forever
separated from the Lord and from his glorious power.



No one should ever preach on
the topic of hell without a tear

in his eye.

~ Dwight L. Moody
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1:10When he comes on that day, he will receive glory from his
holy people—praise from all who believe. And this includes
you, for you believed what we told you about him.
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1:11So we keep on praying for you, asking our God to enable
you to live a life worthy of his call. May he give you the power
to accomplish all the good things your faith prompts you to
do. 12 Then the name of our Lord Jesus will be honored
because of the way you live, and you will be honored along
with him. This is all made possible because of the grace of our
God and Lord, Jesus Christ. (NLT)
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