


Understanding Heaven
An Introduction – Part 1

1 Thessalonians 5:21 … examine everything; hold firmly to 
that which is good, 22 abstain from every form of evil. (NASB)

1 John 4:1 Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test 
the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many 
false prophets have gone out into the world.
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“This is a time when all of God’s people need to keep their eyes 
and their Bibles wide open. We must ask God for discernment as 
never before.” – Dr. David Jeremiah
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2 Peter 1:20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy 
of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation 
of things. 21 For prophecy never had its origin in the human 
will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as they 
were carried along by the Holy Spirit.
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1) Perseverance in times of sorrow

John 14:1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in 
God; believe also in me. 2 My Father’s house has many rooms; 
if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going 
there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that 
you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place 
where I am going.”
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5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are 
going, so how can we know the way?”
6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except through me.
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2) Perspective in times of hardship 

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though 
outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being 
renewed day by day. For our light and momentary troubles are 
achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 
So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, 
since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.
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3) Priorities to live for

Matthew 6:19-20 “Don’t store up treasures here on earth, 
where moths eat them and rust destroys them, and where 
thieves break in and steal. Store your treasures in heaven, 
where moths and rust cannot destroy, and thieves do not 
break in and steal.”
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