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David and the Philistines



Joel Houston

A thousand times I've
failed. Still your
mercy remains. And

should | stumble
again. Still I’'m caught

In your grace.



How long, LORD? Will you forget
me forever?

How long will you hide your face
from me?

How long must | wrestle with my
thoughts
and day after day have sorrow
iIn my heart?

How long will my enemy
triumph over me?

Psalm 13:1-2




Where Can |
Go From Your
Spirit

Where Can |
Flee from You
Presence




Saul replied, “I| have sinned. Come back, my son
David. | won’t harm you anymore, for you treated my
life with value this day. | have behaved foolishly and

have made a very terrible mistake!” David replied,

“Here is the king's spear! Let one of your servants
cross over and get it. The LORD rewards each man

for his integrity and loyalty. Even though today the
LORD delivered you into my hand, | was not willing to
extend my hand against the LORD’s chosen one. In
the same way that | valued your life this day, may the
LORD value my life and deliver me from all danger.”
Saul replied to David, “May you be rewarded, my son
David! You will without question be successful!” So

David went on his way, and Saul returned to his

place.

1 Samuel 26:21-25




David thought to himself, “One of these days
I’'m going to be swept away by the hand of
Saul! There is nothing better for me than to
escape to the land of the Philistines. Then

Saul will despair of searching for me through

all the territory of Israel and | will escape from

his hand.”

So David left and crossed over to King Achish
son of Maoch of Gath accompanied by his
600 men. David settled with Achish in Gath,
along with his men and their families. David
had with him his two wives, Ahinoam the
Jezreelite and Abigail the Carmelite, Nabal's
widow. When Saul learned that David had
fled to Gath, he did not mount a new search
for him.

1 Samuel 27:1-4




David said to Achish, “If | have
found favor with you, let me be
given a place in one of the country
towns so that | can live there. Why
should your servant settle in the
royal city with you?” So Achish
gave him Ziklag on that day. (For
that reason Ziklag has belonged
to the kings of Judah until this
very day.) The length of time that
David lived in the Philistine
countryside was a year and four

months.
1 Samuel 27:5-7




Even There
Your Hand
Will Guide Me,

Your Right
Hand Will Hold
Me Fast




Then David and his men went up and raided the
Geshurites, the Girzites, and the Amalekites. (They
had been living in that land for a long time, from the
approach to Shur as far as the land of Egypt.) When
David would attack a district, he would leave neither
man nor woman alive. He would take sheep, cattle,

donkeys, camels, and clothing and would then go
back to Achish. When Achish would ask, “Where did

you raid today?” David would say, “The Negev of
Judah” or “The Negev of Jerahmeel” or “The Negev
of the Kenites.” Neither man nor woman would
David leave alive so as to bring them back to Gath.
He was thinking, “This way they can't tell on us,
saying, ‘This is what David did.”” Such was his
practice the entire time that he lived in the country of
the Philistines. So Achish trusted David, thinking to
himself, “He is really hated among his own people in
Israel! From now on he will be my servant.”

1 Samuel 27:8-12




In those days the Philistines
gathered their troops for war in
order to fight Israel. Achish said

to David, “You should fully

understand that you and your

men must go with me into the
battle.” David replied to Achish,

“That being the case, you will

come to know what your

servant can do!” Achish said to
David, “Then | will make you my

bodyguard from now on.”
1 Samuel 28:1-2




But the leaders of the Philistines became angry with
him and said to him, “Send the man back! Let him
return to the place that you assigned him! Don't let

him go down with us into the battle, for he might
become our adversary in the battle. \What better way
to please his lord than with the heads of these men?

Isn’t this David, of whom they sang as they danced,

“Saul has struck down his thousands,
but David his tens of thousands'?”

So Achish summoned David and said to him, “As
surely as the LORD lives, you are an honest man, and
| am glad to have you serving with me in the army. |
have found no fault with you from the day that you
first came to me until the present time. But in the
opinion of the leaders, you are not reliable. So turn
and leave in peace. You must not do anything that
the leaders of the Philistines consider improper!”

1 Samuel 29:4-7




Even the
Darkness

Will Not Be
Dark to You




On the third day David and his men came
to Ziklag. Now the Amalekites had raided
the Negev and Ziklag. They attacked Ziklag
and burned it. They took captive the women
and all who were In it, from the youngest to
the oldest, but they did not kill anyone.
They simply carried them off and went on
their way.

When David and his men came to the city,
they found it burned. Their wives, sons, and
daughters had been taken captive. Then
David and the men who were with him wept
loudly until they could weep no more.




David was very upset, for the men
were thinking of stoning him; each
man grieved bitterly over his sons and
daughters. But David drew strength
from the LORD his God.

Then David said to the priest Abiathar
son of Ahimelech, “Bring me the
ephod.” So Abiathar brought the
ephod to David. David inquired of the
LORD, saying, “Should | pursue this
raiding band? Will | overtake them?”
He said to him, “"Pursue, for you will
certainly overtake them and carry out
a rescue!” 1 Samuel 30:6-8




Then David approached the 200 men who had been too
exhausted to go with him, those whom they had left at the
Wadi Besor. They went out to meet David and the people
who were with him. When David approached the people,
he asked how they were doing. But all the evil and
worthless men among those who had gone with David
said, “Since they didn’t go with us, we won’t give them any
of the loot we retrieved! They may take only their wives
and children. Let them lead them away and be gone!”
But David said, “No! You shouldn’t do this, my brothers.
Look at what the LORD has given us! He has protected us
and has delivered into our hands the raiding party that
came against us. Who will listen to you in this matter? The
portion of the one who went down into the battle will be
the same as the portion of the one who remained with the
equipment! Let their portions be the same!”
From that time onward it was a binding ordinance for
Israel, right up to the present time.
When David came to Ziklag, he sent some of the plunder
to the elders of Judah who were his friends, saying,
“Here’s a qift for you from the looting of the LORD’s
enemies!”
1 Samuel 30:21-26




But | trust in your unfailing
love;

my heart rejoices in your
salvation.

| will sing the Lord’s
praise,

for he has been good to
me.

Psalm 13:5-6




"Grace, like an angel of
mercy, makes his voice
heard sweet and clear,
repeating the story of
the cross, the matchless
love of Jesus.”

Ellen G. White
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