
“I’ll be Back” – Part 4
Mark 13:14-31 - The “When” Question

▪ Our lack of knowledge of Old Testament passages. 

▪ Our lack of knowledge of Jewish history.

▪ There are elements of apocalyptic writing style in the passage. 

▪ The events that are described in the passage might be two-
dimensional. There is both a historical and an eschatological 
dimension to what is being said. 
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Mark 13:14 “When you see ‘the abomination that causes 
desolation’ standing where it does not belong—let the reader 
understand—then let those who are in Judea flee to the 
mountains. 15 Let no one on the housetop go down or enter the 
house to take anything out. 16 Let no one in the field go back to get 
their cloak.
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Luke 21:20 “When you see Jerusalem being surrounded by 
armies, you will know that its desolation is near. 21 Then let those 
who are in Judea flee to the mountains, let those in the city get 
out, and let those in the country not enter the city.”
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13:17 How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women 
and nursing mothers! 18 Pray that this will not take place in 
winter, 19 because those will be days of distress unequaled from 
the beginning, when God created the world, until now—and 
never to be equaled again.
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13:20 “If the Lord had not cut short those days, no one would 
survive. But for the sake of the elect, whom he has chosen, he has 
shortened them. 21 At that time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here 
is the Messiah!’ or, ‘Look, there he is!’ do not believe it. 22 For 
false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform signs 
and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 23 So be on 
your guard; I have told you everything ahead of time.
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13:24 “But in those days, following that distress, ‘the sun will be 
darkened, and the moon will not give its light; 25 the stars will fall 
from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’
26 “At that time people will see the Son of Man coming in 
clouds with great power and glory. 27 And he will send his angels 
and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the 
earth to the ends of the heavens.
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“Whenever … we perceive the Church scattered by the wiles of 
Satan, or torn in pieces by the cruelty of the ungodly, or disturbed 
by false doctrines, or tossed about by storms, let us learn to turn 
our eyes to this gathering of the elect.” – John Calvin
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13:28 “Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs 
get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is 
near. 29 Even so, when you see these things happening, you know 
that it is near, right at the door. 30 Truly I tell you, this 
generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have 
happened.
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Mark 13:31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 
never pass away.
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Isaiah 51:6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, look at the earth 
beneath;

the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a 
garment, and its inhabitants die like flies.

But my salvation will last forever, my righteousness will never fail.
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