








The Good Life
James 3:13-18

James 3:13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let 
them show it by their good life, …

▪ agathos – moral goodness or moral uprightness

▪ kalos – attractive or beautiful or good



The Good Life
James 3:13-18

“Every Bible should 
be bound in shoe 
leather.” 

D.L. Moody



The Good Life
James 3:13-18

13 Let them show it by their good life, by deeds done in the 
humility that comes from wisdom. 

Matthew 11:19 “But wisdom is proved right by her deeds.”





The Good Life
James 3:13-18

Proverbs 9:10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.

Psalms 14:1 The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.”



The Good Life
James 3:13-18

Romans 1:22-23 Their thinking became futile and their foolish 
hearts were darkened. Although they claimed to be wise, they 
became fools.



The Good Life
James 3:13-18

James 3:14 But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in 
your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. 15 Such 
“wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is earthly, 
unspiritual, demonic. 16 For where you have envy and selfish 
ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice.



The Good Life
James 3:13-18

3:17 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; 
then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and 
good fruit, impartial and sincere. 



The Good Life
James 3:13-18

Titus 3:1 Remind the people … to be ready to do whatever is 
good, …



The Good Life
James 3:13-18

3 At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and 
enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in 
malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. 4 But when 
the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, 
not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his 
mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal 
by the Holy Spirit, … 



The Good Life
James 3:13-18

8 And I want you to stress these things, so that those who have 
trusted in God may be careful to devote themselves to doing 
what is good. 
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