






Contempt of Court: Self-Appointed Judges
James 4:11-12

James 4:11 Brothers and sisters, do not slander one another. 
Anyone who speaks against a brother or sister or judges them 
speaks against the law and judges it. When you judge the law, 
you are not keeping it, but sitting in judgment on it. 12 There is 
only one Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save and 
destroy. But you—who are you to judge your neighbor?



Contempt of Court: Self-Appointed Judges
James 4:11-12

“We went away to Christian 
Camp. We were learning how 
to become more judgmental.” 



Contempt of Court: Self-Appointed Judges
James 4:11-12

John 7:24 (Jesus said) “Stop judging by mere appearances, but 
instead judge correctly.” 

James 4:11 Brothers, do not slander one another. Anyone who 
speaks against a brother or judges them speaks against the law 
and judges it.
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James 4:11-12

Matthew 5:21 (Jesus said,) “You have heard that it was said to 
the people long ago, ‘You shall not murder, and anyone who 
murders will be subject to judgment.’ 22 But I tell you that anyone 
who is angry with a brother or sister will be subject to judgment. 
Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,’ is 
answerable to the court. And anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be 
in danger of the fire of hell.



Contempt of Court: Self-Appointed Judges
James 4:11-12

James 4:11 Anyone who speaks against a brother or sister or 
judges them speaks against the law and judges it.

James 2:8 If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, 
“Love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing right.
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4:12 There is only one 
Lawgiver and Judge, the 
one who is able to save 
and destroy. But you—who 
are you to judge your 
neighbor?



Contempt of Court: Self-Appointed Judges
James 4:11-12

Step 1: We admit that our single 
most unmitigated pleasure is to 
judge other people. 

Step 2: I have come to believe 
that my means of obtaining 
greatness is to make everyone 
lower than myself in my mind.
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