
The Descending Spiral of Depravity
Romans 1:28-32, Part 3

Ignorance
1:21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as 
God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile
and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although they 
claimed to be wise, they became fools.
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• Idolatry 

• Inversion 

• Impenitence 
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Jeremiah 6:15 Are they ashamed of their detestable conduct? 
No, they have no shame at all; they do not even know how 
to blush. So they will fall among the fallen; they will be 
brought down when I punish them,” says the Lord.
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1:28 Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the 
knowledge of God, so God gave them over to a depraved mind, so that 
they do what ought not to be done. 29 They have become filled with 
every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of 
envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, 
God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing 
evil; they disobey their parents; 31 they have no understanding, no 
fidelity, no love, no mercy. 32 Although they know God’s righteous 
decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only 
continue to do these very things but also approve of those who 
practice them.
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exchanged

23 (They) exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made 
to look like a mortal human being and birds and animals and 
reptiles. 

25 They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, … 

26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their 
women exchanged natural sexual relations for unnatural ones.
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gave them over

24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their 
hearts to sexual impurity …

26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts.

28 Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain 
the knowledge of God, so God gave them over to a depraved 
mind, so that they do what ought not to be done.
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2 Thessalonians 2:9 The coming of the lawless 
one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, 
and lying wonders, 10 and with all unrighteous deception
among those who perish, because they did not receive the 
love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11 And for this 
reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should 
believe the lie, … (NKJV) 
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1 Timothy 4:1 The Spirit clearly says that in later times some 
will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things 
taught by demons.
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revealed

18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all 
the godlessness and wickedness of people, who suppress the 
truth by their wickedness,

17 For in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed—a 
righteousness that is by faith …
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Titus 3:3 At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, 
deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. 
We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one 
another. 4 But when the kindness and love of God our 
Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of righteous 
things we had done, but because of his mercy.
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