
ECCLESIASTES
WHAT DO YOU MEAN?

ñThe Wisdom of  

Happiness & 

Hope of Joyò
Ecclesiastes 8-9



Solomonôs 

Spiral
ñSolomon is Not Cynical, Heôs 

Honestò -Bob Utley



The Truly 

Wise Person 

is Rare



Who is a wise person? Who 

knows the solution to a 

problem?

A personôs wisdom brightens 

his appearance and softens 

his harsh countenance.
Ecclesiastes 8:1



There are 

Limits to 

Loyalty and 

Royalty



Obey the kingôs command,

because you took an oath before God to be loyal to him.

 Do not rush out of the kingôs presence in hasteðdo not 

delay when the matter is unpleasant,

for he can do whatever he pleases.

 Surely the kingôs authority is absolute;

no one can say to him, ñWhat are you doing?ò

 Whoever obeys his command will not experience harm,

and a wise person knows the proper time and procedure.

 For there is a proper time and procedure for every matter,

for the oppression of the king is severe upon his victim.

Ecclesiastes 8:2 -6



Man Has No 

Knowledge 

Nor Power 

Over the 

Future



Surely no one knows the future,

and no one can tell another person what will 

happen.

 Just as no one has power over the wind to 

restrain it,

so no one has power over the day of his death.

Just as no one can be discharged during the 

battle,

so wickedness cannot rescue the wicked.

Ecclesiastes 8:7 -8



Right and 

Wrong are 

Sometimes 

Right and 

Sometimes 

Wrong



While applying my mind to everything that happens in this world, I have 

seen all this:

Sometimes one person dominates other people to their harm.

 Not only that, but I have seen the wicked approaching and entering the 

temple,

and as they left the holy temple, they

boasted in the city that they had done so. . . When a sentence is not 

executed at once against a crime,

the human heart is encouraged to do evil.

 Even though a sinner might commit a hundred crimes and still live a long 

time  . . . Here is another enigma that occurs on earth:

Sometimes there are righteous people who get what the wicked deserve,

and sometimes there are wicked people who get what the righteous 

deserve.

I said, ñThis also is an enigma.ô

Ecclesiastes 8:9 -14



No One 

Understands 

What 

Happens On 

Earth


