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Jonah & John

Inherent Value
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“This displeased Jonah terribly and he became very angry.
He prayed to the Lord and said,

“Oh Lord, this is just what I thought would happen
when [ was in my own country. This is what I tried to

prevent by attempting to escape to Tarshish, because I

knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God,

slow to anger and abounding in mercy, and

one who relents concerning threatened

judgment. So now, Lord, kill me instead,

because I would rather die than live!”

. The Lord said, “Are you really so very angry?” _ae S

—Jonah 4:1-4 sl Gt
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God said to Jonah, “Are you really so very angry
about the little plant?”

And he said, “I am as angry as I could possibly be!”

The Lord said, “You were upset about this little
plant, something for which you did not work,

nor did you do anything to make it grow.
It grew up overnight and died the next day.

Should I not be more concerned about

Nineveh, this enormous city?”
— Jonah 4:10-11



“I baptize you with water, for repentance,
but the one coming after me is more powerful

than [ am—I am not worthy to carry his

sandals! He will baptize you with the

Holy Spirit and fire. R ¢

His winnowing fork is in his hand, &

and he will clean out his threshing floor 2

and will gather his wheat into the

Ry e

' M — ‘:
storehouse, but the chaff he will burn up S| 3

with inextinguishable fire!”
. — Matthew 3:11-12
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Now when John heard in prison about the
deeds Christ had done, he sent his disciples
to ask a question:

“Are you the one who is to come,

or should we look for another?”

Jesus answered them, “Go tell John
what you hear and see: The blind see,
the lame walk, lepers are cleansed,
the deaf hear, the dead are raised,

and the poor have good news proclaimed to them

3

—and blessed is anyone who takes no offense * -

at me!”—Matthew 11:2-6
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As Jesus was having a meal in Matthew’s house, many
tax collectors and sinners came and ate with Jesus and his _v‘
disciples. When the Pharisees saw this they said to his disciples,

“Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”

When Jesus heard this he said, “Those who are healthy don’t need
a physician, but those who are sick do. Go and learn what f"
this saying means: “I want mercy and not sacrifice.”

For I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”

— Matthew 9:10-13 = Ay
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And when the people saw it, they all
complained, “He has gone in to be the guest
of a man who is a sinner.”
But Zacchaeus stopped and said to the Lord,
“Look, Lord, half of my possessions I now give
to the poor, and if I have cheated anyone of
anything, I am paying back four times as much!”
Then Jesus said to him, “Today salvation
has come to this household because

he too is a son of Abraham! For

the Son of Man came to seek

and to save the lost.”

K .Luke 19:7-10
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4 As she stood behind him at his feet, weeping,
she began to wet his feet with her tears. She wiped

them with her hair, kissed them, and anointed

them with the perfumed oil.

Now when the Pharisee who had invited him

saw this, he said to himsellf.

“If this man were a prophet,

he would know who and what ===

- kind of woman thisiswho . 4&

s touching him, that she
is a sinner.”
— Luke 7: 36—39
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Now all the tax collectors and sinners were

coming to hear him.

But the Pharisees and the experts in the law

were complaining, “This man welcomes sinners

and eats with them.”

So Jesus told them this parable: “Which one of

you, if he has a hundred sheep and loses one of them,

would not leave the ninety-nine in the open

pasture and go look for the one that is lost until
he finds it? Then when he has found it, he

places it on his shoulders, rejoicing.

— Luke 14:1-5
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Now because Jesus was doing these things

on the Sabbath, the Jewish leaders
began persecuting him . . .

For the Father loves the Son and
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, than these, so that you will be
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amazed. For just as the Father
raises the dead and gives them life,
'so also the Son gives life to

whomever he wishes.

— John 5




Now one Sabbath when Jesus went to dine at the
house of a leader of the Pharisees, they were watching
him closely. There right in front of him was a man

whose body was swollen with fluid.

So Jesus asked the experts in religious law and the

Pharisees, “Is it lawtlul to heal on the Sabbath or not?”
But they remained silent. So Jesus took hold of the

man, healed him, and sent him away. Then he said to

 them, “Which of you, if you have a son or an ox

N that has fallen into a well on a Sabbath |
day, will not immediately pull him out?” |

But they could not reply to this.




The Son of Man came eating

and drinking, and they say,

drunk, a friend of tax

B collectors and sinners!”

r el \ But wisdom is vindicated
VA !\ - by her deeds.”
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What the Doubt
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“There are no ordinary people.

You have never talked to a mere

mortal... But it is immortals whom

&

we joke with, work with, marry, |
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snub and exploit—immortal horrors 5







